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8. Dr. Leininger wrote the first books on transcultural nursing beginning with Nursing and 
Anthropology: Two Worlds to Blend (in the mid-1960s and published in 1970); which dealt with the 
potential relationship of nursing to anthropology.  This in 1978, she wrote the first text: Transcultural 
Nursing: Concepts, Themes, Research and Practice.  Since then the Second Edition was published in 
1995, and the Third Edition will be published early in 2002.  These two publications are the most 
definitive and earliest textbooks focused on transcultural care, healing and health practices.  They 
cover over 200 Western and Eastern cultures and are based on specific transcultural nursing 
phenomena with theory and research outcomes. 

 
9. Dr. Leininger developed and launched the first undergraduate and graduate courses and programs in 

transcultural nursing beginning in 1970.  The first master’s and doctoral programs in transcultural 
nursing were started in the mid-1980s in the USA.  Today, other courses and programs exist 
worldwide. During this time span, 1969-1995, she was Dean of two major Schools of Nursing 
(Washington and Utah) and Program Director of Research Centers to encourage transcultural nursing 
research. 

 
10. Dr. Leininger initiated the idea of a clinical specialist in transcultural nursing and [advanced] the 

importance a certification of professional nurses in this field by the mid-1980s.  The first nurses were 
certified in transcultural nursing in 1989 through the Transcultural Nursing Society organization. 

 
11. She introduced the idea of studying emic generic (folk) and etic professional care differences and 

similarities to reduce care gaps and conflict areas that can be non-therapeutic to clients. 
 

12. Dr. Leininger conceived and saw the need to establish the Transcultural Nursing Society as the 
official organization of the new discipline in 1974.  Today, it is the major organization in this 
discipline with theory and research to advance transcultural nursing science. 

 
13. Dr. Leininger established and was the first editor of the Journal of Transcultural Nursing.  The 

Journal was launched in 1989 and she was editor until 1995. 
 

14. Dr. Leininger is the author and editor of 28 books and over 300 articles and 60 chapters.  Her central 
focus is on transcultural nursing care, the cultures of nursing and medicine, nursing and health 
administration, theory and research on diverse cultures, ethical and moral transcultural nursing care, 
integrative generic (emic) and professional (etic) care, critical issues, future of nursing and medicine, 
and many other new constructs, principles, and research projects. 

 
15. She has studied 15 cultures in-depth with a transcultural nursing focus and has mentored or supervised

approximately 200 master and doctoral studies focused on transcultural nursing, human caring/care, 
and related areas worldwide. 

 
16. Professor Leininger has given over 1,000 keynote addresses within and outside the United States of 

America and is one of the most sought after lecturers, consultant, recognized authority and renowned 
leader in transcultural nursing.  She has been Visiting Professor and/or Lecturer in approximately 150 
colleges, universities and health care systems. 
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17. Dr. Leininger contends that all nurses and nursing must become transcultural nursing by 2015 to be 

relevant, therapeutic and safe with people of diverse cultures.  She holds that other health disciplines 
must also become transcultural based to provide therapeutic quality based care and treatment to 
diverse cultures in the world. 

 
18. Dr. Leininger has been a central leader to differentiate transcultural nursing from anthropology and 

other disciplines so that clients can benefit from transcultural caring that is different from medical 
curing, traditional nursing and other discipline contributions.  She remains knowledgeable about many 
Western and non-Western cultures with the goal to advance nursing and transcultural nursing 
knowledge and practices. 

 
19. Transcultural nursing standards, values, and essential policies were established under her guidance 

from the 1970’s to the present day. 
 

20. She has received many outstanding awards and honors and has been nominated for the Nobel Peace 
Prize for her significant and worldwide breakthrough encouraging health disciplines to study and 
practice transcultural health care. 

 
21. Dr. Leininger does not believe in the concept of retirement and especially with nurses and other health 

professionals who need to be grounded in theory, research and practices to serve people worldwide. 
Accordingly, she remains active and envisions that transcultural nursing and health care will become 
imperative ethically, morally and therapeutic worldwide. 

 
 

Some Major Myths and Misinformation about Transcultural Nursing  
that are Important to Identify! 

 
First, anthropology and transcultural nursing are not the same discipline or fields of study and practice. 
Anthropology primarily focuses on cultural knowledge while transcultural nursing is a professional 
practice field focused on comparative cultural care, health, healing, and related human health-illness 
conditions. 
Second, Florence Nightingale did not discover or establish transcultural nursing – the field was not 
established until the early 1960s with nurses prepared in comparative culture care phenomena. Moreover, 
Nightingale was not prepared in the field of transcultural nursing. 
Third, transcultural nursing care cannot “be taught by any nurse,” as it requires considerable in- depth 
knowledge and practice skills in the field.  Likewise, research may not lead to credible, accurate, and 
meaningful knowledge without transcultural nurses prepared and knowledgeable in the field. 
Fourth, minority nurses may not always be the best prepared to teach and do research unless prepared in 
the concepts, theories, research, and practice domains of the discipline. 
Fifth, transcultural nursing was not readily accepted, taught, and practiced by nurses largely due to 
cultural resistance, ignorance, and racial biases. 
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Published Books 
 
 
• Leininger, M. and M. McFarland, Third Edition. Transcultural Nursing: Concepts, Theories, 

Research and Practice.  New York: McGraw Hill Co.  Early, 2002.  (800 pages – 32 cultures studied, 
updated for the definitive and historical book in the transcultural nursing discipline since 1970). 

 
•  Leininger, M., Transcultural Nursing: Concepts, Theories, And Practices, Second Edition. 

Blacklick, OH: McGraw Hill and Greyden Press, 1995. 
 
• Gaut, D. and Leininger, M., Caring: The Compassionate Healer.  New York, NY: National League 

for Nursing Press, 1991. 
 
•  Leininger, M., Culture Care Diversity And Universality: A Theory Of Nursing.  New York, NY: 

National League for Nursing Press, 1991. (Distributed by Jones and Bartlett, New York).  New 
Preface and Foreword, 2001. 

 
• Leininger, M., Ethical And Moral Dimensions Of Care.  Detroit, MI: Wayne State University Press, 

1990. 
 
• Leininger, M., Care: Discovery And Uses In Clinical Community Nursing.  Detroit, MI: Wayne 

State University Press, 1988. 
 
• Leininger, M., Qualitative Research Methods In Nursing.  Orlando, FL: Grune and Stratton, Inc., 

1985. (First comprehensive text on qualitative nursing research methods). (Out of Print but available 
in libraries). 

 
• Leininger, M., Reference Sources For Transcultural Health And Nursing (to 1984).  Thorofare, NJ: 

Charles B. Slack, Inc., 1984.  (Out of Print.  Copies available in libraries or from author upon 
request). 

 
•  Leininger, M., Care: An Essential Human Need.  Detroit, MI: Wayne State University Press. 

Thorofare, NJ: C. Slack, Inc., 1981. Reprinted (with new foreword) in 1988 and published Wayne 
State University Press, Detroit, MI. (First book on caring phenomena in nursing.) 

 
•  Leininger, M., Transcultural Nursing: Concepts, Theories, And Practices, First Edition.  New York, 

NY: John Wiley and Sons, 1978.  (This was first textbook on transcultural nursing.)  Reprinted in 
1994 by Greyden Press, Columbus, OH. 

 
•  Leininger, M., Nursing And Anthropology: Two Worlds To Blend.   New York, NY: John Wiley & 

Sons, 1970.  (First book to link nursing with anthropology and led in 1978 to transcultural nursing 
book).  Reprinted in 1994 by Greyden Press, Columbus, OH. 
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Bre 
  

 
•  Leininger, M., Ethnonursing Research Method: Essential To Advance Asian Nursing Knowledge. 

Igaku-Shoin, Ltd. (Japan), Medical Publishers, Nursing Publishing Department, Nursing Issue, 
January, 1998. 

 
Selected Chapters and Articles 

 
• Leininger, M., “Types of Sciences and Transcultural Nursing Knowledge.”  Journal of 

Transcultural Nursing, Vol. 12, No. 4, p. 333, October 2001. 
 
•  Leininger, M., “Retrospect and Current Views on CONAA.” Western Journal of Nursing Research, 

Vol. No., Fall, 2001. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Cultural Diffusion Trends, Uses, and Abuses in Transcultural Nursing.”  Journal of 

Transcultural Nursing, Vol. 13, No. 1, January 2002. 
 
•  Leininger, M., “Chapter: Transcultural Nursing Care As The Community.”  In Lundy, K. and S. 

Janes, Community Health Nursing: Caring for the Public Health.  Boston: Jones & Bartlett 
Publishers, pp. 218-233.  2001. 

 
• Leininger, M., “Scholarly Critiques Essential for Nursing Scholarship: A Critique Example.”  Paper 

Under Press – Fall 2001. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Response and Reflections on Bruni’s 1988 Critique of Leininger’s Theory.” 

Collegian, Vol. 8, No. 1, p. 37-38.  2001. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Australia:  The Global Transcultural Nursing Society’s 26th  Annual Meeting Place 

for 2000.”   Journal of Transcultural Nursing, Vol. 12, No. 2, p. 158.  April 2001. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Theoretical, Research, and Clinical Critique to Advance Transcultural Nursing 

Scholarship.”  Journal of Transcultural Nursing, Vol. 2, No. 1, p. 71-72.  January 2001. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Theoretical, Research, and Clinical Critiques to Advance Transcultural Nursing 

Scholarship.”   Journal of Transcultural Nursing, Vol. 12, No. 1, p. 71-72.  January 2001. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Transcultural Nursing Is Discovery of Self and the World of Others.”   Journal of 

Transcultural Nursing, Vol. 11, No. 4, p. 312-313.  October 2000. 
 
• Leininger, M., “A Gala Historical Celebration for Transcultural Nursing.”   Journal of 

Transcultural Nursing, Vol. 11, No. 3, p. 223-226.  July 2000. 
 
• Leininger, M., “A Mini Journey Into Transcultural Nursing and Its Future.”   Nebraska Nurse, p. 

16-17.  May 2000. 
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• Leininger, M., “Multidiscipline Transculturalism and Transcultural Nursing.”   Journal of 

Transcultural Nursing, Vol. 11, No. 1, p. 147.  April 2000. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Historical Dates and Places of Transcultural Nursing.”   Journal of Transcultural 

Nursing, Vol. 11, No. 3, p. 226-227.  April 2000. 
 
• Leininger, M., “The Theory Of Culture Care With Selected Research Findings With Method And 

Uses In Professional Transcultural Nursing.” 1999.  In First International Nursing Theory Congress, 
Nuremberg, Germany.  Jurgen Osterbrink Press, 1997. 

 
• Leininger, M., “Transcultural Nursing: A Scientific And Humanistic Discipline.” Journal of 

Transcultural Nursing, 54-55, 1997. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Future Directions In Transcultural Nursing In The 21st  Century.”  International 

Nursing Review, November-December, 1997. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Transcultural Nursing As A Global Care Humanizer, Diversifier, And Unifier.” 

Hoitotiede, 9(5), 220-225, 1997. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Overview And Reflection On The Theory Of Culture Care And The Ethnonursing 

Research Method.”  Journal of Transcultural Nursing, 8(2), 32-51, 1997. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Transcultural Nursing Administration: What Is It?”  Journal of Transcultural 

Nursing, 8(1), 28-33, 1997. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Major Directions For Transcultural Nursing: A Journey Into The 21st  Century. “ 

Journal of Transcultural Nursing, 7(2), 28-31, 1996. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Transcultural Nurses And Consumers Tell Their Stories.”  Journal of Transcultural 

Nursing, 7(2), 37-40, 1996. 
 
• Leininger, M.  and Cummings, S.H., “Nursing’s New Paradigm Is Transcultural Nursing: An 

Interview With Madeleine Leininger.”  Advanced Practice Nursing Quarterly, 2(2), 62-70, 1996. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Transcultural Nursing: Essential For Excellence.”  Nursing ’96, January 1996. 

 
• Leininger, M., “Culture Care Theory, Research, And Practice.”  Nursing Science Quarterly, 9(2), 

71-78, 1995. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Nursing Theories And Cultures: Fit Or Misfit?”  Journal of Transcultural Nursing, 

7(1), 41-42, 1995. 
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• Leininger, M., “Editorial: Teaching Transcultural Nursing To Transform Nursing For The 21st
 

Century.”  Journal of Transcultural Nursing, 6(2), 10-26, 1995. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Teaching Transcultural Nursing In Undergraduate And Graduate Programs.” 

Journal of Transcultural Nursing, 6(2), 10-21, 1995. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Transcultural Nursing Education: A Worldwide Imperative.” Nursing and Health 

Care, 15(5), pp. 254-257, May 1994. 
 
• Leininger, M., “The Tribes Of Nursing In The USA Culture Of Nursing.”  Journal of Transcultural 

Nursing, 6(1), 18-23, 1994. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Editorial: Time To Celebrate And Reflect On Progress With Transcultural Nursing.”  

Journal of Transcultural Nursing, 6(1), 2-4, 1994. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Reflections: Culturally Congruent Care: Visible And Invisible.”  Journal of 

Transcultural Nursing, 6(1), 23-25, 1994. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Are Nurses Prepared To Function Worldwide?”  Journal of Transcultural Nursing, 

5(2), 2-5, 1994. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Nursing’s Agenda Of Health Care Reform: Regressive Or Advanced Discipline 

Status.”  Nursing Science Quarterly, 7(2), 93-94, 1994. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Gadsup Of Papua New Guinea Revisited: A Three Decades View.”  Journal of 

Transcultural Nursing, 5(1), 21-30, 1993. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Evaluation Criteria And Critique Of Qualitative Research Studies.”  In J. Morse 

(Ed.) Qualitative Nursing Research: A Contemporary Dialogue, Newbury Park, CA: Sage 
Publications, 392-414, 1993. 

 
• Leininger, M., “Quality Of Life From A Transcultural Nursing Perspective.”  Nursing Science 

Quarterly, 7(1), 22-28, 1993. 
 
•  Leininger, M., “Toward Conceptualization Of Transcultural Health Care Systems: Concepts And A 

Model.”  Journal of Transcultural Nursing, 4(2), 1993.  (Originally published in 1976). 
 
• Leininger, M. and Bodnar, A., “Transcultural Nursing Care Values, Beliefs, And Practices Of 

American (USA) Gypsies.”  Journal of Transcultural Nursing, 4(1), 17-28, 1992. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Becoming Aware Of Types Of Health Practitioners And Cultural Imposition.” 

Journal of Transcultural Nursing, 2(2), 32-39, 1991. 
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• Leininger, M., “The Transcultural Nurse Specialist: Imperative In Today’s World.”  Perspectives in 
Family and Community Health, 17, 137-144, 1991. 

 
• Leininger, M., “Transcultural Care Principles, Human Rights And Ethical Considerations.”  Journal 

of Transcultural Nursing, 3(3), 21-24, 1991. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Ethnomethods: The Philosophic And Epistemic Bases To Explicate Transcultural 

Nursing Knowledge.”  Journal of Transcultural Nursing, 1(2), 40-51, 1990. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Issues, Questions, And Concerns Related To The Nursing Diagnosis Cultural 

Movement From A Transcultural Nursing Perspective.”  Journal of Transcultural Nursing, 2(1), 23- 
32, 1990. 

 
• Leininger, M., “Editorial: A New And Changing Decade Ahead: Are Nurses Prepared?”  Journal of 

Transcultural Nursing, 1(2), p.1, 1990. 
 
• Leininger, M., “The Significance Of Cultural Concepts In Nursing.”  Journal of Transcultural 

Nursing, 2(1), 52-59, 1990.  Originally published in 1966 in Minnesota League for Nursing, 10(3), 
3-12; reprinted in Transcultural Nursing: Concepts, Theories, And Practices, 121-134, 1978. 

 
• Leininger, M., “Transcultural Nurse Specialists And Generalists: New Practitioners In Nursing.” 

Journal of Transcultural Nursing, 1(1), 4-16, 1989. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Transcultural Nurse Specialists: Imperative In Today’s World.”  Nursing and 

Health Care, 10(5), 250-256, 1989. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Transcultural Nursing Developments And Issues.”  In J. McCloskey (Ed.), Current 

Issues in Nursing, 2nd  Edition.  Boston, MA: Blackwell Scientific Publications, 1989. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Transcultural Nursing: Quo Vadis (Where Goeth The Field?).”  Journal of 

Transcultural Nursing, 1(1), 33-45, 1989. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Leininger’s Theory Of Nursing: Culture Care Diversity And Universality.” 

Nursing Science Quarterly, 2(4), 152-160, 1988. 
 
•  Leininger, M., “Importance And Uses Of Ethnomethods, Ethnography, And Ethnonursing 

Research.”  In M. Cahoon (Ed.), Recent Advances in Nursing/Research Methodology Series. 
London: Churchill-Livingston, 1987. 

 
• Leininger, M., “Care Facilitation And Resistance Factors In The Culture Of Nursing.”  In Z. Wolf 

(Ed.), Clinical Care in Nursing.  Maryland: Aspen Publications, 1986. 
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• Leininger, M., “Transcultural Nursing: An Essential Knowledge And Practice Field For Today.” 
The Canadian Nursing, 80, (11), 41-45, 1984. 

 
• Leininger, M., “Transcultural Nursing: An Overview.”  Nursing Outlook, 32(2), 72-73, 1984. 

 
• Leininger, M., “Cultural Care: An Essential Goal For Nursing And Health Care.”  The American 

Association of Nephrology Nurses and Technicians (AANNT) Journal, 10(5), 11-17, August 1983. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Transcultural Nursing: It’s Progress And It’s Future.” Nursing and Health Care, 

2(7), 365-371, 1981. 
 
•  Leininger, M., “Transcultural Nursing For Tomorrow’s Nurse.”  Imprint: National Student Nurses’ 

Association, 25(2), 44-48, 1978. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Two Strange Health Tribes: Gnisrun And Enicidem In The United States.” Human 

Organization, 35(3), 201-210, 19796. 
 
• Leininger, M., “Interview by Mary Seisser on Transcultural Nursing and Culturally Competent 

Care: Dimensions of Health Care Quality.”  Journal for Health Care Quality, Spring, 2002. 
 
• Leininger, M. and M. McFarland, “Chapter: Leininger’s Theory of Culture Care Diversity and 

Universality with Selected Research Findings.”  In Fitzpatrick, J. and A. Whall, Conceptual Models 
of Nursing: Analysis and Application.  Bowie MD, Brody Press Co., 28 pages. 2002. 

 
Presentations 

 
•  “Transcultural Health Care Theory and Research Perspectives.”  Keynote address, Council on 

Global Issues, Office of Multicultural Affairs and International Student Services, School of Nursing, 
Milliken State University, Milliken, Illinois, April 19, 2001. 

 
•  “A Great Dream Came True: Worldwide Transcultural Nursing Office.”  Madonna University, 

Livonia, Michigan, May 8, 2001. 
 
• “Culture Care Theory, and Transcultural Nursing Discoveries.”  Keynote address, Gunderson 

Lutheran School of Nursing, LaCrosse, Wisconsin, June 6, 2001. 
 
•  “Culture Care Theory, Ethnonursing Method and Research Findings.”  Presented at the Twenty- 

Seventh International Council of Nursing, Copenhagen, Denmark, June 12, 2001. 
 
• “Transcultural Nursing: Imperative Today and Tomorrow.”  Keynote and Conference address, 

Bryan Medical Centers Excellence in Nursing Forum, Bryan Memorial Hospital, Lincoln, Nebraska, 
October 3, 2001. 
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•  “Transforming Health Organizations Into Culturally Caring Institutions.”  Keynote address, 27th 

Annual Transcultural Nursing Society Convention, Marriott City Center Hotel, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, October 11, 2001. 

 
•  “Acknowledging the Contributions of Dr. Beverly Horn.”  University of Washington, Seattle, 

Washington, November 1, 2001. 
 
•  Keynote Address (TBA).  Southern Regional Transcultural Nursing Conference, Savannah, 

Georgia, February 15, 2002. 
 
• “It’s a New World With Transcultural Nursing.”  Keynote address.  Sigma Theta Tau 

International, New Haven, Connecticut, April 25, 2002. 
 
•  Keynote Address (TBA).  The 29th  Annual Transcultural Nursing Society Convention, Toronto, 

Canada, October 15, 2002. 
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